[Characteristics of immune response to etiotropic and pathogenetic therapy in children with chronic hepatitis C].
Features of the immune response of children with chronic hepatitis C to the antiviral and pathogenetic therapy have been studied. It is shown that the antiviral therapy is accompanied by stimulation of the immune response as manifested by the synthesis of cytokines (IL-4, IFN-alpha, IFN-gamma) with retention of increased production of IFN-a for more than two years after the end of the course of treatment. In children that previously received interferon inductor (cycloferon) for 12 months, high level of IFN-a production is retained, which ensures antiviral protection. Phytotherapy did not influence the production of cytokines.